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“Mother’s Day” Message

By KC Ung

Part 1 – The Role and Responsibilities of, and Respect for, the Mother

Part 2 – The Relationships of the Mother

A. The Role of Mary, the Mother – Her Example

1. Mary was the Virgin mother of Jesus.

a. The Change in Expression, from "...begat..." to "...the husband of Mary..."
Mt. 1:16b ct. 1:2-16a

Note the feminine singular, "of whom"

b. The Clarification and Explanation: 







i. She was an Expectant mother, but with Child of the Holy Spirit.
Mt. 1:18b

   "before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit."


ii. This was Expected – Prophet Isaiah wrote about it.
Mt. 1:21-23 cf. Isa. 9:6

iii. He was Especially named:

· JESUS – for he shall save his people from their sins.
Mt. 1:21

· IMMANUEL, which being interpreted is, God with us.
cf. Isa. 7:14
iv. Joseph should not Exclude her from marriage..
Mt. 1:19, 24, 25

    App.: Contrast the world’s Loose Lifestyle of singles Living together today.

c. The Confirmation of God’s Eternal plan of Redemption to provide a Saviour.
Lk. 3:23 


i. He was the Lineal Son of Abraham to fulfil God’s Covenants.
Mt. 1:1c

ii. He was the Royal Son of David through Nathan to bypass Coniah’s Curse.
Mt. 1:1b, 6; Lk. 3:31



cf. 1:11; Jer. 22:28, 30

iii. He was the Legal Son of Joseph to inherit Solomon’s Throne to be Crowned.
Mt. 1:25  cf. 1:6

iv. He was not the Actual Son of Joseph to inherit Adam’s Commitment of sin.
Lk. 3:23 cf. Rom. 5:12-14

2. Mary was not Venerated with Jesus.
Mt. 2:11




 they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him.


a. God was His Heavenly Father.


Cf. Lk. 2:48, 49

b. Mary was His Earthly mother.


Jn. 2:1, 3, 4; 19:26

i. Jesus “Ranked” over His earthly mother.


Mt. 2:11, 13, 14, 20, 21 

ii. Her Role as Mother was subservient to His Role as Messiah, hence, “Woman” Jn. 2:4 

Where her Maternal Authority conflicted with His Messianic Ministry, she was “woman”

However, that did not free the Lord of His Responsibility for His mother.
Jn. 19:26
iii. She had to accept other Relationships in the Lord’s spiritual family.

Mk. 3:31-35 
He has other “mothers”


Lk. 8:19-21
iv. She had to subject herself to the Lord’s Right over all other relationships.
Lk. 14:26

App.:  Mary knew her Role as Mother and her Son’s Rights as Messiah in her Relationship with Him.

Likewise the modern mother should know the Lord’s Rights over her and her Responsibility to  bring up her children to Rightly Relate to herself, their father and to the Lord Himself. [See Part 2]

B. The Responsibilities of a Mother – the Exhortations 

1.  She Nourishes her children.
Isa. 49:15 [Also see Part 2]
a. 
She Nurses them with Milk.
Cf. I Pet. 2:2

b. 
She Nourishes them with her Life. 
I Thes. 2:7, 8 cf. Moses’ mother, Exo. 2:1ff

c. 
She Neglects not the rod.   
Pro. 29:15 cf. 17; Heb. 12:5-8

2. 
She Cherishes her children.
I Thes.  2:7, 8

a. 
She Causes them to know the Lord through the Scriptures.
II Tim. 1:5; 3:15

b. 
She Consecrates them to the Lord cf. Hannah with Samuel
cf. I Sam. 1:22, 23-28 (lent = give, NIV)

c. 
She Cultivates them in the Lord, Seeing to their growth.
I Tim. 5: 10 cf. II Jn. 4

d. 
She Cares for them for the Lord, Saving up for their future.
cf. II Cor. 12:14

3. 
She Furnishes her Children.

a. 
With her Example in Walk.
II Tim. 1:5

b. 
With the Equipment of the Word.
II Tim. 3:14-17

C.
THE RESPECT FOR THE MOTHER – Her Excellence
In the light of what the Mother has done above, is it right for her children NOT to ……

1. 
Regard her Worth and honour her…

Exo.  20:12 cf. Mt. 15:4-9

a. 
With a Gift, giving no Excuse whatever.
ct.  Mt. 15:5, 6

b. 
With the Heart, leaving no Exemption.
cf.  Mt. 15:8

2. 
Recognise her Wisdom and obey her.

Eph.  6:1, 2 cf. "the law of the mother" Pro. 1:8

a.
Consult her for her Experience.

ct. Rom. 1:30; II Tim. 3:2

b.
Communicate with her for her Expertise.
Pro. 23:22, 23

3. 
Requite her for her Work in bringing up.
I Tim.  5:4

a.
Repay her for the “Mother’s Milk”

I Tim. 5:4, NIV.

b.
Remember her for the Mother’s Love.


4. 
Let her Rejoice in her golden years.

Pro. 23:22-25

a. Can her children Ignore her in her Infirmities?

b. Can her children Abandon her to be Alone, or be “Adopted” by others?

Conclusion of Part 1:
May all Children on this Mother’ s Day

be able to Proclaim…
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Part 2 – A Study of the Mother’s Relationships

Recapitulation:

Part 1 – The Roles, Responsibilities and Rights of the Mother

A.
The Role of Mary, the Mother – her Example.

B.
The Responsibilities of a Mother – the Exhortations.

C.
The Respect for the Mother – her Excellence

Part 2 – The Relationships of the Mother

A. The Mother’s Relationship to Christ.

1. As Mother to the Child, she Subjects herself - the young Child and his mother.
Mt. 2:11, 13, 14, 20, 21



His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.
Jn. 2:5
2. As Wife to her husband – she Submits as the Church submits unto Christ.
Eph. 5:22, 24, 33

3. As Woman to her Man – she Subordinates to him as he is to Christ, his Head,
I Cor. 11:3

a. With the Sign of a covering on her head.
I Cor. 11:10, 5, 6

b. By her Silence in the presence of her “head”.
I Cor. 14:33b-35; I Tim. 2:11, 12

B. The Mother’s Relationship to her Children.

1. She is their Counsellor – Consider two contrasting examples.
a. Godly Jedidah - she counselled her son, Josiah, to be the best king in Judah's history. 
II Kgs. 22:1-4


i. Being a Widow did not stop her from being a godly mother.

· Probably she was the only one left to counsel Josiah when Amon, his father died.  
II Kgs. 21:23

· This she did, despite having an evil husband.



II Kgs. 21:19-22ff

ii. She counselled her son in "the Way of David",


II Kgs. 22:2

though the Law of Moses was lost then.


II Kgs. 22:8

iii. She is not Well-known in Scripture - mentioned only once,


{II Kgs. 23:24, 25

yet she brought up the best king in Judah's history.


{cf. I Tim. 2:12, 15

b. Ungodly Jezebel - she brought up her son, Ahaziah to be Israel’s evil and ungodly king. 
I Kgs. 22:52, 53

i. Ahaziah Walked in the Way of his mother.
I Kgs. 22:52

· She was the Worst queen of Israel.  
I Kgs. 16:31; 18:4; 19:1-3

· She died an evil Woman’s death. 
I Kgs. 21:23 cf. II Kgs. 9:30-37
ii. Ahaziah Walked in the Way of his father.
I Kgs. 22:52 cf. 21:19, 25, 26

· The father's (Ahab’s) death was equally Wayward.
I Kgs. 21:19

iii. Azaziah Walked in the Way of Jeroboam.
I Kgs. 22:52 to 12:25-33 ct. David, II Kgs 22:2


Jeroboam’s posterity (except Abijah) ended the same Way.
I Kgs. 14:11

2. She is their Comforter.
cf. Isa. 66:13

Jehovah predicts the future prosperity of Jerusalem employing the Metaphor of the Mother.

a. The Challenge of Yahweh –Who hath heard such a thing? …
66:8

i. The Birth of a Man-child before Travail.
66:7

ii. The Birth of a Nation in one day, at once – on the day of Travail.


66:8

b. The Confirmation of Yahweh – Shall I bring to birth, and not bring forth?
66:9

What He Commences, He will Complete.

c. The Comfort of Yahweh as that of a Mother.

i. The Mother Nurses – gives Suck to her child.
66:11 – lit. the breast of her comforts, cf. v. 13

ii. The Mother “Nipples” – fully Satisfies her child.
66:11 – abundance (lit. nipple) of her glory
iii. The Mother Zion meets the Needs of her child: -
66:12, 13

· In its Maternal Quality – as a mother comforts

66:12b, 13a


i.e. nurses, dandles (fondles, pampers, cuddles, makes much of) 
66:12b

· In its Messianic Source and Agency – so will I comfort you i.e. the Lord
66:13b

· In its Mentioned locality, i.e. in Jerusalem.

66:13c


App.:  The Mother should always be ready to Care, Cuddle, Comfort the Child

3. She is Compassionate.
cf. Isa. 49:15

The Lord Foretells the Future “Family” of Jerusalem using the Metaphor of the Mother.

a. Israel’s Sad Statement:
49:14

i. The Lord hath Forsaken me.
ii. My Lord hath Forgotten me.

b. Yahweh’s Confronting Challenge.
49:15

i. A Mother may forsake and forget her Baby at her Breast (lit. the son of her womb/body)

ii. Yea, they may forget, Yet the Lord will not.

iii. They are engraved in His Palms, and they are ever Present before Him.
49:16

c. The Compassionate Consolation.
49:22, 23

i. The Lord will Raise His standard and His people will Return.
49:22

ii. The Peoples (Gentiles, nations) will take care of His People:
49:23

· Their kings shall be nursing fathers.


· Their queens shall be nursing mothers


iii. Thus, the Lord shall be their Saviour, Redeemer and the Mighty One of Jacob.
49:26

C. 
The Mother’s Relationship to other Christians.

1. 
She is a Mother to the Lord’s Workers.
Rom. 16:13


Cf. Paul being a Mother to the Thessalonian Christians
I Thes. 2:7, NIV – like a mother

2. 
She is a Teacher to younger Women.
Tit. 2:3-6


Cf. Aquila and Priscilla teaching Apollos.
Acts 18:26

3.
She is a Sister in the Lord and a Working-example.
II Tim. 1:5


Cf. The women in Rom. 16:1, 2; 16:3, 4; 16:6; etc.

May all Mothers be able to Proclaim…

“God Bless Me, 

that I May be 

a Wonderful Mother”
